
"ln treoling

degenerolive eye

diseoses, we ore

climbing up o huge

mounluin."

Mogdolene Sei ler  begon reseorch
on ret inol  t issue t ronsplonlot ion
neor ly  1 4 yeors ogo.  They hod not
been oble to do o l l  the i r  reseorch in
one bui ld ing,  however,  unt i l  the
Lions Eye Center  opened the
reseorch loborotory in  I  992.  " l t  hos
mode so much difference to hove
everyth ing you need in one bui ld-
i ng , "  so id  A romon t .

This exc i t ing work hos been wel l
received by the medicol  communi ty
ond everyone seems to be onxiously
owoi t ing more resul is .  Becouse th is
surgery is for diseoses thot offect
the ret ino,  thei r  reseorch coutd even-
tuol ly  help t reot  mony d i f ferent
degenerotive eye diseoses.

Two of the most common degen-
erot ive eye d iseoses thot  th is  proce-
dure could eveniuol ly  t reot  ore
ret in i l is  p igmentoso ond moculor
degenerot ion.  Ret in i t is  p igmentoso
is o heredi tory eye d iseose thot
of ten begins in  chi ldhooo ono
offects opproximotely I 00,000
Amer icons.  However,  moculor
degenerot ion occurs in  mony peo-
ple os ihey get  o lder  In foct ,  mocu-
lor  degenerot ion is  the leoding
couse of  b l indness in  people over
the oge of  50 in  the Uni ted Stotes,
occording to Prevent  Bl indness
Amer ico stot is t ics.

"We ore excited ihot we hove
the results we hove so for. Bui, we
ore ont ic ipot ing thot  we wi l l  hove to
moke more chonges to improve our
resul ts , "  so id Rodtke.

Some of  those chonges wi l l  be
tok ing p loce in  on upcoming c l in ico l
triol. The first group of f ive porrenrs
only received one sheet of retinol t is-
sue. Rodtke's next group of f ive
potients wil l receive ot leost two
sheets of  ret inol  i issue.  The enl i re
teom is  hopefu l  thot  th is  wi l l  o l low
even more improvemeni. "We would
l ike to improve the quol i ty  of  the
pot ient 's  l i fe  -  |  would l ike to
improve thei r  v is ion enough so thot
the pot ient  could reod,"  Rodtke soys.

"Al though i t  is  hord to soy i f  th is
wi l l  prove to be o cure,  th is  proce-
dure is  innovot ive ond exci t ing,"
mo in to ins  Z immermon .  " l n  t r eo t i ng
degenerotive eye diseoses, we ore
c l imb ing  up  o  huge  moun to in .  Th i s
is  o good step forword ond wi l l
open the door for  more reseorch.
Or, it moy prove to be the finol
onswer.

For now, reseorchers oround the
wor ld ore wotching th is  promis ing
reseorch. However, more importont-
ly  there is  now hope for  pot ients
wi th degenerot ive eye d iseoses who
h^.1 ^^ h^^-  L^f^.^

"Without  the Kentucky L ions
Eye Reseorch Institute, we would
not be oble to do the reseorch we
ore doing.  l t  is  the only reseorch
lob thot is iotolly geored io eye
reseorch," Rodtke soys with pride. I

An artist's renclering of the neu Kentuchy Lions
Eye Reseorch Itrstitute shows its dramatic ond
originol desigtr.
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